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surface too small and much too near the main wings of
their machine.

It was in the same year (1909) that the Royal Aero
Club awarded the Wright Brothers their first gold
medal for services in connection with their contribution
towards the advancement of aviation. It is of interest
that the original machine on which they first flew is
now in the South Kensington Museum and close to the
early triplane on which I made many of my pioneer
flights.

Those who see present-day activity in the air, read
of weights up to 50 tons, speeds of about 500 miles
an hour, and a flight round the world in a matter of
hours, may find it difficult to realize the struggles
through which the early experimenters went. Few
people believed that their efforts could ever lead to
success, and experimenters were regarded generally
as being cranks. Engineers, even, were incredulous,
and most newspapers jeered ; those in authority refused
to give any help or encouragement. Even when the
Wright Brothers lifted their machine into the air by
engine power, few could be brought to believe what
this event really foreshadowed. The great majority of
people in England thought it was a Yankee yarn when
they heard the story of man-made flight.

After a most interesting time with Wilbur Wright it
was time for me to leave. It was evening and he kindly
offered to drive me from the aerodrome to Le Mans,
strapping my bicycle on the back of his car. After
saying ' good-bye ' to him I mounted my machine and
rode through the night to St. Malo, where I caught the
next boat back to England. This trip still remains in
my memory. I made it by cycle to save expense and
also as I was very fond of cycling. I rode through the
night as I was anxious to get back as soon as possible,
for I was carrying out experiments at Lea Marshes.
I remember the kindness of a French farmer who, when